In Japan, Japan Meteorological Agency, JMA, has the official responsibility for the public for tsunami forecasts and issuance of tsunami information. For the tsunami forecast the first step is precise and prompt estimation of the location and magnitude of the earthquake because generation of tsunami is strongly controlled by the focal depth and the magnitude of the earthquake. In case that the location is at sea, focal depth is shallow and magnitude is large, we should expect the tsunami generation. For local tsunami, since JMA started its tsunami forecast in 1952, constant efforts have been made for sophistication and speedup of the forecast for over 50 years. The continuous improvements enable us to issue a forecast 3 to 4 minutes at the quickest after the occurrence of the earthquake.
